
Q JACK’S MILL WHEEL d  
834 Jack’s Mill Rd SE, Copper Hill

1John O. Jack owned the original mill on this spot for only 
10 years (1868-78), yet his name was attached to the c. 1823 
mill for as long as it stood, to its smaller c. 1937 successor, 

and to the road that passes by the site. In 1850 mill owner and 
distiller Peter Geurrant reported production of 1,900 barrels of 
flour and 4,000 gallons of whiskey. The second mill collapsed in 
the late 1990s (*see Webb and Cox pp. 87-89).

From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 North toward Roanoke 15 mi. to 
Jack’s Mill Rd. (Rte. 648). Right on Jack’s Mill Rd. 1.4 mi. to mill site on 
the left. 

Q J. J. POFF MILL WHEEL d
6629 Floyd Hwy N, Check

2Joseph Johnson Poff combined essential services, retail 
sales, and various kinds of manufacturing to provide the 
Check community with “most of the necessities and a 

few luxuries of rural life” (p. 164). Since the 1960s, only a Fitz 
overshot wheel and its concrete pit have marked the site of 
woodworking shops and a grist mill, the latter built not later 
than 1891. Poff was running both this mill and the Josie Custer 
mill a quarter mile down Meadow Run Creek when he died in 
1933 (pp. 164-66). 

From the stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 North toward Roanoke 13.5 mi. 
Waterwheel on left across from the Check Country Store.
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Floyd County Historical Society Museum

Visit our museum, 217 North Locust St., Floyd, Virginia.

(540) 745-3247 (call for hours)

Q d

OnCell Audio Tours now available!
Call (540) 585-3070, listen for the tour which interests you, 

and press the number(s) as directed.
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Only waterwheels remain at sites 1 and 2, but both are 
worth a look. 

Please remember that, with the exception of Mabry Mill, 
these mills are located on private property and are NOT 
open to the public. Please do not disturb the residents. If you 
take photographs, please do so from a public area. Do NOT 
trespass on private property.

It would work best to break this tour into 3 trips: North 
of Floyd area, Floyd area, and South of Floyd Area with 
Mabry Mill.
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Q EPPERLY MILL d
532 Epperly Mill Rd SW, Floyd 

9Epperly Mill was the second of two mills on Dodd Creek designed, 
built, and run by master millwright and miller John W. Epperly. Sold 
in 1932 to settle Epperly’s estate, the mill was afterward owned, in 

succession, by Epperly’s son Levi, Harry Hylton, Abe Dehart, Claude 
Weddle, and Douglas Gray. John Epperly’s skill as designer and workman, 
along with a post-1975 adaptation to retail and residential space, account 
for the good condition of the c. 1900 building, which stands on or very 
near the site of the pre-1850 Ira Howard mill (pp. 283-85).
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 South 0.7 mi. Left on Epperly Mill Rd.  
0.7 mi. to mill on the right.

 

 

Q GEORGE SHELOR MILL d
2055 Floyd Hwy S, Floyd

10  The George Shelor Mill, though but a few feet from a main Floyd 
County highway, may be the most obscure of our remaining 
mills for several reasons: It may not have been complete when 

its builder died in 1922 and ran only briefly, if at all; the tail race was filled 
in when a stream was rerouted; the shed roof is atypical for a mill; and 
the building was later incorporated into the Huff Cannery, by whose name 
older residents still know this and other nearby buildings (pp. 236-38). 
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 South 4.6 mi. to Canning Factory Road SW 
(Rte. 807). Mill is on the left on the SE corner.

  

Q GREASY CREEK MILL d
5853 Indian Valley Rd NW, Willis

11Greasy Creek Mill was probably built c. 1924 for John Wiley 
Quesenberry under the supervision of colorful master millwright 
Hiley Moses. The last water-powered mill built in the NW quarter 

of the county, it was closed by its last operator, Arby Harris, in 1966. Massive 
concrete abutments of the c. 1930 wooden dam remain in place (pp. 187-
91). Fragments of earlier wooden dams are visible upstream, but no sign 
remains of Abraham Burnett’s “Quarter Mill” on the opposite bank.
From Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 South 11.6 mi. Right on Indian Valley Rd. (Rte. 787). 
3.1 mi. to mill on the right just before Camp Five Road.

Q SIMPSON MILL d 
431 Goldfield Rd NE, Floyd

3The county’s oldest remaining mill was erected soon after the Civil 
War by James Simpson and his son William Allen “Billy” Simpson, a 
Confederate veteran who ran the mill until retiring at age 90 in 1926. 

One of only a few mills that employed supplemental steam power during 
times of low water, Simpson’s was also one of a handful of multi-story 
flour mills never converted to the roller mill process. The building is in fair 
condition; waterwheel and most of the machinery are gone (pp. 161-63).
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 North toward Roanoke 11.9 mi. Left on 
Goldfield Road (Rte. 654 is a graveled road). 0.6 mi. to the mill on the right.

Q FLINT MILL d
1650 Stonewall Rd NE, Check 

4A larger mill built on this site before 1876, probably by Silas 
Lawrence, was replaced with this structure in the 1930s. 
The sawmill, corn mill, and overshot steel wheel installed by 

Cleophas Vest last ran in the 1940s and were scrapped when Flint 
Mill, named for a nearby post office, was converted to a dairy barn in 
the 1950s (pp. 152-55).
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 North toward Roanoke 8.6 mi. to 
Stonewall Road (Rte. 612). Left on Stonewall Rd.;  3.2 mi. to mill on left. (Near 
1612 Stonewall Road)

Q EZRA WIMMER MILL d 
2362 Laurel Creek Rd NE, Pilot

5Harvey Jackson Ridinger was one of several early 20th-Century 
millers who erected a new roller-system flour mill on an 
established water-power site. Hosea Wimmer owned the original 

mill from 1868 to 1906. Ezra Wimmer bought its c. 1915 shed-roofed 
successor in 1920 and still owned it when the flour-making equipment 
and overshot wheel were sold in the 1940s (pp. 169-71).
From the Stoplight in Floyd:  Rte. 221 North toward Roanoke 8.6 mi. to 
Stonewall   Rd (Rte. 612). Left on Stonewall Rd. 6.1 mi. left at ‘T” (Daniels Run 
Rd); 0.5 mi. to right on Laurel Creek Rd. 1 mi. to mill on left.

Q NOLEN/PINE CREEK MILL d
159 Sandy Flats Rd SE, Floyd

6Nolen/Pine Creek Mill was the last Floyd County mill to grind grain 
using water power. Built by George W. Shelor in 1913, the mill was 
sold at auction in 1936 to Amos Cabel “Cab” Nolen, an experienced 

producer of corn whiskey as well as corn meal. The mill closed in the 
mid-1970s, but the building, wooden race, and unusual “pitchback” 
configured waterwheel were partially restored in the 1990s (pp. 116-21).
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 North 2.6 mi. Right on Shooting Creek Rd. 
(Rte. 860). 0.9 mi. to mill at intersection of Sandy Flats and Shooting Creek. (Near 
596 Shooting Creek Road) NOTE: Tours by appointment. 

Q ROBERSON MILL d 
1256 Roberson Mill Rd SE, Floyd

7Roberson Mill was designed and built in the 1880s by John 
W. Epperly, who would become one of Floyd County’s most 
accomplished millwrights. Owned by the Roberson family since 

1931, this was one of the last two commercial mills to grind with water 
power. A staple on Floyd County breakfast tables until the mid-20th 
century, the buckwheat flour produced here until the mid-1980s is all 
but forgotten by Floyd County cooks and consumers (pp. 111-14).
From the Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 8 South 4.4 mi. Left on Roberson Mill Road (Rte. 
714). 0.2 mi. to mill on the right.

Q WEBB/DODD CREEK MILL d
1037 Webbs Mill Rd N, Floyd 

8Webb/Dodd Creek Mill was built c. 1904 for Winfield Scott, and 
was the county’s largest in size and capacity. Its court-ordered 1910 
sale at auction was but one consequence of the county’s biggest 

financial scandal. Oscar Webb and/or his son Luther ran the mill from 
1925 to 1967. Built on or near the site of one or possibly two earlier 
mills, Dodd Creek Mill closed in the mid-1980s, having ground only 
feed and cornmeal since the 1960s (pp. 172-75).
From Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 8 North toward Christiansburg. 2.5 mi. to mill on 
the right.

Q VAUGHN’S MILL d
1318 Vaughns Mill Rd NW, Indian Valley

12Known originally as Phillippine Mills, Vaughn’s Mill was built c. 
1900 for brothers F. Reed and Bryant Phillips and their widowed 
mother. It was owned and operated by Reed Phillips’s son-in-law 

Ephrem Vaughn and grandsons Gene Vaughn and Sammie Phillips for most of 
its working life. The 22’ x 3’ steel overshot wheel that replaced the turbine c.1930 
was itself abandoned by 1960 in favor of diesel and electric power. Closed at the 
end of 2013, Vaughn’s outlasted every other commercial mill in the county by at 
least three decades (pp. 180-86).
From Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 221 South 15.4 mi. Right on Shady Grove (Rte. 624). 
1.2 mi. to left on Vaughns Mill Rd. (dirt and gravel). 2.2 mi. to mill on left.

 

Q MABRY MILL d
266 Mabry Mill SE, Meadows of Dan

13Edwin Boston Mabry, who was also a blacksmith and a 
wheelwright, built the mill and attached sawmill c. 1910. His 
widow sold the mill, by then driven by a gasoline engine, in 

1936. It was restored by the National Park Service in the 1940s and has 
since been a popular stop for tourists and photographers. It is the most 
widely known of Floyd County mills and a popular feature of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway (pp. 276-79).
From Stoplight in Floyd: Rte. 8 south to Blue Ridge Parkway at Tuggles Gap. 
Right onto the Parkway. The mill is on the left at milepost 259 along with other 
historical displays, a restaurant, and a gift shop.
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More than 140 gristmills once provided the flour, 
cornmeal, and animal feed needed by the people of 
Floyd County.  Information used in this brochure is 
courtesy of Ricky L. Cox.  To learn the histories of all 
of Floyd County’s known grist mills, we recommend 
*The Water-Powered Mills of Floyd County, Virginia; 
Illustrated Histories, 1770-2010 by Franklin F. Webb 
and Ricky L. Cox, published by McFarland in 2012. 
Books available at the Historical Society Museum.


